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cleansed within a specified time and sometimes the
clothes of the deceased are burned as well as those
belonging to the mourners and immediate family.
Mr. Maki pointed out that Buddhists have
had to accept the Shinto style of laying out the dead
in a long coffin because of cremation. In the early
Meiji period, and in remote places in Japan even
to-day, Buddhists who are not cremated, are
buried in a barrel-shaped coffin. The corpse is
fitted into this container by a method of folding
known as bone-breaking. But actually no bones
are broken, Mr. Maki assured me on noting my
strange expression.
"You see they have various systems. The
most acceptable method is folding at the moment
of death before rigor mortis sets in. Of course
a priest is supposed to do this so he commonly
stays around while one of his parishoners is dying,"
said Mr* Maki* Some people ido not like the vul-
ture-like aspect of the situation and sometimes
a priest is not available. Then the ligaments
beneath the knee and the big toe are cut by the
priest. The knees are brought up to the chin and
the body is roped.
Once, the head of the deceased was shaved to
symbolize the giving up of worldly possessions
and desires and in some districts a protective bow